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Child Care Resource & Referral Agencies

Infant/Child Enrichment Services

Contact your local Child Care Resource and Referral Agency using the
website information here to access the child care search tool or call 1-
800-KIDS-793 (1-800-543-7793) for more information and support.

County Program Profile: Tuolumne

The QCC County Program Profile provides county data from the Common Data File (CDF) and the Annual Progress
Report (APR). For counties that are a part of a consortium, the QCC County Program Profile provides a combined
view of the CDF and APR. Both qualitative and quantitative data are presented to provide a local view of early

learning and care climate.

QRIS :: Quality Counts Tuolumne County

Tuolumne County’s voluntary Quality Rating and Improvement System (QRIS), Quality Counts, serves programs in
the county of Tuolumne and is administered by First 5 Tuolumne. Since July 2015, 22 QRIS/Quality Improvement
System (QIS) sites have received support to improve quality, and seven of these have been rated. Quality Counts
Tuolumne County has five levels and measures several elements of program quality, including: (1) Child
Development and School Readiness, (2) Teachers and Teaching, and (3) Program and Environment. Programs may
be eligible to receive site stipends, training opportunities, coaching, and teacher stipends for professional

development and progress toward a permit or child development degree.
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County Contact Information

website https://www.firststuolumne.org
contact Sarah Garcia
phone (209) 536-2070
email sgarcia@tcsos.us
Funding Streams
e IMPACT
e AB212

e Region 3 HUB Resources

Partner Agencies

¢ Infant Child Enrichment Services
¢ Tuolumne County Superintendent of Schools

e Columbia College

Process to Outreach/Onboard Programs and Providers

The Quality Counts Coordinator does annual outreach to enroll all the sites that are rated (Head Start/California
State Preschool Program, Early Head Start, State Preschools, Special Education PS), as well as to alternative sites
(family resource centers and home visiting programs). We have full participation at this time. First 5 Tuolumne has
a contract with our resource and referral agency to do outreach and program coordination with licensed private
preschools, license-exempt preschools, and family child care homes. Every one of these sites is contacted in the
beginning of the year with a letter explaining the program, and then calls are made for follow-up to the providers
who serve primarily age birth to 5. Most sites that have signed up return each year. Some sites drop for a year, then
return. We work hard to make the options feasible for sites to participate. At this point, we are only working with
licensed or license-exempt sites but plan to expand this to family, friend, and neighbor providers for the next
round of funding. We accept all applications up to the end of December of each year. We encourage late

applicants to apply the next year.
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Quality Improvement Program Support Strategies

We have one full-time coach, funded through local First 5 funds (Small County Augmentation Funds). Although
the main focus of this contract is on assisting teachers in addressing social-emotional issues that are impacting
classroom dynamics, the coach is also available for other QRIS-related coaching, including virtual coaching. The
key staff person at the resource and referral agency, who is also the Child Care Initiative Project Coordinator, also
serves as a coach for IMPACT, in terms of providing access to training opportunities. The coaches provide teachers
with online resources for training. Most of the in-person training that teachers currently utilize is offered through
the local community college (units), the resource and referral agency, other local entities, neighboring counties, or
the Hub. Our Quality Counts program does not have the staffing resources to offer training events but will help
support other entities when the training aligns with the QRIS Rating Matrix and when the target audience is early

childhood education teachers.

Local Approach to Offering Financial Incentives and Stipends

We offer both site stipends and individual stipends. We have a seamless system for providers in providing these
through four different funding sources (IMPACT, AB 212, CDE CSPP Block Grant, and CDE QRIS Block Grant). This
has been very successful and has eliminated the inherent unfairness of the AB 212 stipend system available only to
teachers at state-funded sites. The teachers do not know the funding source when they receive their stipend

check.

Site stipends include Block Grants and Quality Improvement Stipends. Sites must have a Quality Improvement
Plan (QIP) and show progress made at year end in order to earn the stipend. The QIP is specific to each site and
reflects an area of QRIS focus that they want to work on that year. For a Head Start site it could be for all teachers to
work toward permit requirements, while for a private child care center it could be a focus on health and safety or
ASQ training and implementation for the majority of the staff.

Site stipend amounts (or Block Grants) are set at the beginning of the year, depending on the budget. The funds
utilized for these are IMPACT and California Department of Education Block Grant funds. Teachers/staff who work
atsites enrolled in IMPACT can also earn individual stipends. These can be earned for eligible college units,
professional development (in person or online), or coaching hours/assignments outside of paid work time.
Individual stipend amounts are set at the beginning of the year, depending on the budget. The funds utilized for
these are IMPACT and AB 212. We have teachers input these hours (and certificates or transcripts) into iPinwheel,
and they are approved by coaches, supervisors, or the Quality Counts Coordinator. Family child care providers only
earn one stipend. The stipends have proven to be a major motivation for teachers to remain engaged in the
Quality Counts program. We hope that IMPACT 2.0 funds will be available for stipends for individual teachers who
are not AB 212 eligible, but whose sites are funded with public funds, such as Early Head Start teachers, or special

education preschool teachers.
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How Children Are Served by QCC

Number of children served by age groups
Total number of children served = 657

Highcharts.com

QCC Settings
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Early care and education (ECE) providers participating in QCC =
A total of 29 early care and education (ECE) providers participated in QCC last year.

Highcharts.com
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Alternative Settings

Highcharts.com

Children Served by Setting
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A total of 657 children are served by sites participating in QCC.

Highcharts.com

Overall Child Characteristics and Services Provided
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Screened with a developmental
screening tool

Receiving subsequent referrals
based on screening
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With an IEP

Receiving voucher payments

Homeless
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Children’s Races and Ethnicities
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Hispanic or Latino -

American Indian or Alaska Native
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QCCTier Rating Distribution
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Tier

Footnote 1: Providers receive tier ratings based on how well they meet program standards and guidance, which
follow three core areas (1) Child Development and School Readiness, (2) Teacher Qualifications and Teacher
Interactions, and (3) Program Leadership and Learning Environment. Tier ratings help providers identify areas for
improvement and find ways to sustain success.
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Language Spoken with Children
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English I
Spanish
Arabic

Armenian

Cantonese
Filipino
Hmong

Japanese
Korean

Language

Mandarin
Punjabi
Russian
Viethnamese
American Sign Language (ASL) Il
Other
Unknown

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35
Number (Percentage) of Children

Footnote 1: QCC providers aim to develop and support children’s early language skills. Providers at the QCC
settings reported using the following languages for instruction with children. Many sites provide instruction in
more than one language, thus, the percentages may add up to more than 100%.
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Quality Improvement Plan (QIP) Goals
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QCC supports quality improvement for early learning and care programs. The table below =
shows the most common QIP goals for this region.

Child Observation and Assessmen...
Individualized Curriculum Plannin...
Developmental and Health Screen...

Social-Emotional Development C...
Health, Nutrition, and Physical Ac...
Inclusion of Children with Special ...

Equity, and Cultural and Linguisti...

QIP Goal

Qualifications for Center/FCC Tea...
Effective Teacher-Child Interactio...
Ratios and Group Size - Centers ...
Physical Environment Count
Director Qualifications - Centers ...
Program Administration Count
Family Strengthening and Engage... |1
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